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• So why go to all this effort? It’s pretty simple: to protect all beneficial uses of our surface and ground water resources. We are working to achieve that goal by helping CWD residents be good stewards, fostering inter-agency cooperation, and by enforcing existing regulations when voluntary compliance is not happening.
• Pollution from the Lower Stillaguamish River Basin affects 4,950 acres of commercial shellfish growing areas as well as recreational water uses in South Skagit Bay, Port Susan, and the Stillaguamish River. In general, local water quality conditions are much better than they were in the 1980s when the shellfish growing areas were closed. Now our challenge is to protect our gains.
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Before I tell you about our PIC accomplishments, I want to share a little known fact with all of you: Commercial harvest of eastern softshell clams in South Skagit Bay supplies hundreds of thousands of pounds per year to the East Coast market. As a local wholesale food supplier, this commercial shellfish harvest is quite similar to the local potato harvest, which also supplies the East Coast wholesale market. 
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But while the South Skagit Bay shellfish growing area is “Approved”, it is also threatened by ongoing pollution. This map shows the marine sampling stations in South Skagit Bay. The stations circled in red are currently designated by WDOH as “threatened” and the ones in yellow as “concerned”. Note their proximity to South Skagit Flats and West Pass of the Old Stillaguamish Channel.
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These designations are well documented by WDOH. The 3 “threatened” stations have been above the 30 FC/100 mL threshold throughout the nearly 3-year period of implementation for the PIC Program. More information about this is available at the WDOH information table and on their web site.
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So I will now quickly describe some basic aspects of our Lower Stillaguamish PIC Program before getting into our accomplishments, which I will illustrate with a few good examples of how we have identified and corrected various sources of bacterial pollution.
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As we heard from Steve Britsch, Snohomish County and WSDA have done extensive water quality monitoring, which helped us identify priority areas for more focused pollution source investigations. Our pollution follow-up included technical assistance and some even-handed enforcement, which has led to implementation of important corrective actions. We have also done extensive outreach and education to raise public awareness about local water quality conditions and resources available to help people implement BMPs and other corrective actions. And to help people overcome the barrier of cost, we have provided various financial incentives. This scope of work represents an integrated science driven approach that also is respectful of the local community while still being accountable to existing policies and regulations. 

9



So now I want to share some positive examples of how we have worked cooperatively with the local community and landowners to address identified sources of bacterial and nutrient pollution. They include examples from Miller Creek, Silvana Terrace, and Sunday Lake, which are shown on this map in the yellow circles. For each example, I will provide some bulleted highlights followed by pictures, which I will go through quickly.
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First is the Stangeland Dairy case. 
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Based on WSDA’s 2014 water quality monitoring data, we identified high FC levels in the ditch downstream of the dairy.
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WSDA was able to work cooperatively with the Stangelands to implement a variety of BMPs, including installation of a 700-foot culvert to separate the dairy facility from the ditch. 

13



Sampling data from just last month shows a substantial improvement in downstream water quality! Please join me in thanking the Stangelands, WSDA, and SCD for achieving this successful outcome.
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In the Silvana Terrace area west of Silvana, Snohomish County’s sampling identified high FC levels downstream of the R.O. Lervick Arabians commercial horse stable. The following photos show the before and after conditions following extensive haul out of the existing pile and implementation of waste storage BMPs. The remaining corrective work for this site is to till and seed the ground to restore it to a functional pasture and small wetland.
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Please join me in thanking stable managers Dennis Wigren and Tague Johnson for working cooperatively with Snohomish County, WDOE, SHD, and SCD to achieve this successful outcome.
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Next door to the Lervick Arabians is the Partridge horse farm, which was also identified as contributing to downstream pollution. Bobby and Tania Partridge received technical and financial assistance to implement a variety of BMPs. The Partridge case is a good example of SCD’s Sound Horsekeeping program. 
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Let’s recognize Bobby and Tania for their good work as responsible horse owners who have shared their experience with their neighbors and the wider community.
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My last example is about our work in the Sunday Lake area. Snohomish County conducted a contaminant source survey of the Sunday Lake shoreline and the surrounding drainage area. Our PIC team collaborated with the SCD and the LakeWise team to reach out to the Sunday Lake neighborhood at a pie and ice cream social, which was well-attended.
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Let’s thank everyone in the Sunday Lake area who are working with LakeWise to reduce phosphorous pollution from septic systems, pet waste, and lawn fertilizers. 
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As we have seen, there are a variety of resources to help CWD residents implement BMPs. I want to highlight the Savvy Septic program, LakeWise, Sound Horsekeeping, CWD Discretionary Fund. 
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• DF Grant Program is available for small water quality protection and restoration projects
• Since establishing the DF Grant Program in 2011, SWM has received 50 grant applications and approved 42 for a total of $474K in grant awards.
• Projects have included septic repairs, livestock manure BMPs, and education and outreach
• Funding awards require a recommendation by the CWD Advisory Board and approval by the SWM Director
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Looking forward to 2017, Snohomish County recognizes the need to focus more PIC effort in the South Skagit Flats and Warm Beach areas. SCD is already working in these areas. SHD has also done focused sanitary surveys in these areas. 
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